MATIOMAL SECURITY AGENCY
FORT BGECRGE G, MEADE. MARYLAMND 20753-G240

%4 February 20010

" United States House of Hepresentatives
- Waghington, DC 20515

Dear Reprezentative:

Becently, many allegations have surfaced about activities enndueted by
the Kational Security Agency (NSA). We anticipate a continnation, if oot an
inerease, in these allegations for the foreseeahle future. In fact, a 27
February 2000 airing of a CBS "50 hMinutes" newsmagazine repurt may
feature adverse information about the National Security Agenry (NSAL Wa
are providing the attached documents on the oversighl of N8A aud some
angwears to f'requentlv asked questicons v an affort to answer some of your
questions concerning the allegations.

We wanl Lo assure you chal NSA% activities ars conducted in
areordanes with the highest eonstitnrional, lagal, and ethical standards, and
1L complianee witl statutss and :.EUU.].ELtLUns designed to protsct the privacy
rights of 1.8, persans. Agency employvees are frained to eomply with these
standards, and an extensive oversight sysiem that includes internal and
extarnal reviews exists to ensurs compliance.

Agigfhe long-standing policy within ths United States Intelligence
Community, we must refrain from corameniing on actual or alleged
mtell:eance activities: therefore, we can netther confirm nor deny the
existence of spacific operations. However, we can tell you that NEA operates
m strict accordance with ULS. laws and regulations in protecting the privacsy
rights of U.8. peraoms,

We invite you to review the NSA web site (httpy/Arww.nza.gov) for
additional information and atswers to sther frequently asked questions.

The Intelligance Anthorization Act for FYOC required the Director of
NESA to submit a report to Congress on the legal standardz for electronic
surveillanre, If you would like 4 copy of the report, or if you have any other
questions, please contact Karen Clark, in my office, on 201-888-724¢€.
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